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2.—Drainage Basings of Canada.

- Nors~—Owing to overlapping and to the lact that minor basins are omitted, the totals of each drai
basin do not represent. an addition of the drainaze areas as given.  Tributaries and sul-tributaries ave indi-
cated by indentation of thenames. The Gulf of Mexico basin is that part of the southern area of the Prairie
Provinces drained by the Missouri and Missisaippi rivers and their tributaries.
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The 8t. Lawrence River System.—Most important of the lakes and rivers
‘of Canada is the chain of the Great Lakes with their connecting rivers, the St.
Lawrence river and its tributaries. This chain is called the St. Lawrence River
syetem. The Great Lakes, separating the province of Ontario from the United
Btates and connected by a series of canals with the St. Lawrence river, allow vesgels
drawing not over 14 feet of water to proceed from the Atlantic ocean to the intericr
of the Dominion as far as Fort William and Port Arthur, twin ecities situated
on Lake Superior, practically half way across the continent.

Other River Systemas.—Apart from the 8t. Lawrence, the great waterway of
the eastern half of the Dominion, other systems also merit some attention. The
Saskatchewan river, for example, flowing eastward from the Rocky mountains to
lake Winnipeg and thence northward by the Nelson river into Hudson bay, drains a
great part of the plains of the western provinees. In the north, the Mackenzie
river, with its tributaries the Slave, Liard, Athabaska and Peace rivers, follows the
northerly slope of the Great Plain and empties into the Arctic ocean, its waters
having traversed in all a distance of 2,514 miles. 'The Yukon river, after draining a



